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SUBJ: POSSIBLE PRESS STORY ON PEACE CORPS 

1. WASHINGTON POST REPORTER OBERDORPER HAS APPROACHED EMBASSY AND 
PEACE CORPS ON REPORT HE HAD RECEIVED PROM UNIDENTIFIED SOURCE RE 
POLICE QUESTIONING OP PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS. OBERDORPER SPECIFI- 
CALLY ASKED CONPIRMATION FROM EMBASSY AND PEACE CORPS THAT REPORT 
WAS CORRECT AND THAT EMBASSY HAD LODGED PROTEST WITH POREIGN 
MINISTRY ON MATTER. 

2. OBERDORPER WAS SIMPLY TOLD THAT MATTER HAD BEEN TAKEN UP WITH 
MOFA, THAT MOFA RESPONSE HAD BEEN APPROPRIATE AND THAT IT OUR 
UNDERSTANDING POLICE HAVE TAKEN CORRECTIVE ACTION. 

3. PACTS OP MATTER ARE CONTAINED IN APRIL 19 ERICS ON/RANARD LETTER 
AND ENCLOSED MEMCON. IN SUMMARY, THERE HAVE BEEN ABOUT 150 
INSTANCES OF PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS WHO HAD BEEN DIRECTLY APPR- 
OACHED, PRIMARILY BY LOCAL POLICE AGENTS QUESTIONING THEM ABOUT 
THEIR ASSIGNMENTS, THEIR OPF-DUTY ASSOCIATES AND ATTITUDES. 

APPROACHES WERE OBVIOUSLY CONNECTED WITH GENERAL POLICE CRACKDOWN 
IN WAKE OP APRIL 3 EMERGENCY MEASURE. IN NONE OF THESE CASES WAS 
THERE ANY ATTEMPT TO DETAIN VOLUNTEERS. IN ADDITION, TO EMBASSY 
PROTEST TO MOPA, PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR ALSO TOOK MATTER UP WITH 
NATIONAL POLICE FOREIGN APPAIRS SECTION. AS A RESULT OF OUR 
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OFFICERS TO CEASE QUESTIONING OF VOLUNTEERS. 

4. OBERDORFER INDICATED HE WOULD FILE STORY ON THIS SUBJECT AND 
WE EXPECT IT TO BE HIGHLY CRITICAL WITH PRIMARY FOCUS ON ROKG. 

5. IF QUERIED BY PRESS, WOULD SUGGEST THAT WASHINGTON AGENCIES 
ALSO LIMIT THEMSELVES TO CONFIRMATION THAT THERE WERE INSTANCES 
OF LOCAL POLICE QUESTIONING OF VOLUNTEERS, THAT WE DID BRING 
MATTER UP WITH GOVERNMENT, AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT CORRECTIVE 
ACTION TAKEN. 

HABIB 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PERSONNEL, MARTIAL LAW, FOREIGN RELATIONS, POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, EMERGENCY PLANNING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SEOUL02856 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 06-0663 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740575/aaaacpud.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 JUL 2002 by worrelsw>; APPROVED <31 JAN 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE PRESS STORY ON PEACE CORPS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, US, PC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




